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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
President Laszlo Solyom and Prime
Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of
Hungary in Budapest

June 22, 2006

President Solyom. Mr. President, Mrs.
Bush, distinguished guests, it is indeed a
great honor and great privilege to have the
President of the United States of America
here in Hungary on the occasion of the com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the
1956 Revolution and freedom fight.

This visit demonstrates that community of
shared values that is a very strong bond be-
tween us. It was freedom, democracy, self-
determination, and human rights—were the
values for which so many people sacrificed
their lives in Hungary in 1956.

This year, in March, in the Capitol, Presi-
dent Bush said, on the occasion of the com-
memoration, that the Hungarian Revolution
was an example of patience and is a value
which is deeply rooted in everybody’s soul.
We were, indeed, very patient. We carried
this value in the heart of our hearts for 35
years, and not only in the heart, and finally,
after 35 years, it became reality.

This set of values is a must for us, to au-
thentically represent it all over the world.
During our bilateral meetings, we were able
to exchange views on the various techniques
that can help people to have these values take
deep roots in the hearts of the people.

Only a few of us know, though, the great
importance of the practice of the Supreme
Court of the United States, especially in the
field of human rights, the lesson we learn
from them and started to exercise them, and
then radiate the lesson to the neighboring
countries in east-central Europe and even
beyond that, down to South Africa. And these
techniques are just as important as is another
important initiative by the father of President
Bush, who initiated the establishment of en-
vironmental center, which radiated an impact
and influence all over the region.

In the course of our bilateral relations, I
reiterated our commitment to fight and en-
hance sustainable economic growth in the
world. We touched upon several foreign po-
litical issues as from the Balkans down to
Iraq, Iran, and Russia. We agreed that there
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are vast opportunities to further expand our
bilateral cooperation, and our two respective
countries have their own role to play. And
Hungary, because of its geopolitical situation
and tradition, can help a lot to materialize
our common goals and objectives.

In the spirit of this common cooperation,
may I propose a toast to the health of Mr.
President, Mrs. Bush, and the cooperation
between our two respective countries.

President Bush. Mr. President, Mr.
Prime Minister, Laura and I thank you and
your wives for such gracious hospitality in
this beautiful country. It is a joy to be in
Hungary. It is an honor to be here.

I bring the greetings from my country. I
bring the greetings from Hungarian Ameri-
cans who are so proud of their heritage. I
bring the thanks of the American people for
supporting the freedom movement. I'm look-
ing forward to sharing some thoughts about
the unbelievable events that took place in
1956. And all of us who have the blessings
of freedom must remember the spirit that
took place then and must never take freedom
for granted.

I congratulate your political leaders for
doing the hard work necessary to make sure
democracy takes hold. And I assure the Hun-
garian people that we're proud to be your
friend and ally. And so it is in the spirit of
respect and friendship that I would like to
offer a toast to the people of Hungary.

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dents, ladies and gentlemen; freedom and
love, these are the two things I need. That’s
how we Hungarians, many Hungarians sing
but this is also how Americans or anybody
else in the world could sing and celebrate
like we do here in Hungary all the time.
Freedom and love really link together the
two basic conditions for public and private
happiness. Neither of these can exist without
enthusiasm. Neither of these can tolerate
selfishness. And both of these require unself-
ishness and sacrifice. So we are prepared to
do our best for a better world, unselfishly
and with some self-sacrifice sometimes.

And we know that this better world needs
more democracy, more understanding, and
sometimes, perhaps, more love. Well, this is
perhaps where we are linked together, Eu-
rope and the United States, Hungary and the
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United States, in this effort, in this struggle.
Sometimes we might have debates; we might
have discussions; but after all, we know that
we must work together and fight together for
the objectives that we have together.

So, welcome, Mr. President. Let’s make
this a better world, better Hungary, and bet-
ter United States.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:20 p.m. in Hunter Hall at the Parliament. In
his remarks, he referred to Erzsebet Solyom, wife
of President Solyom; and Klara Dobrev, wife of
Prime Minister Gyurcsany. President Laszlo and
Prime Minister Gyurcsany spoke in Hungarian,
and their remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.
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Thank you very much. Jo napot kivanok.
Thank you for your warm welcome. I first
want to thank the President for his gracious
hospitality and the chance to visit Sandor Pal-
ace. It's a beautiful site, and I know you're
proud of it. T also want to thank your Prime
Minister for his hospitality and the chance
to go to the Parliament Building. Laura and
I particularly liked to see the Holy Crown
of St. Stephen. It was beautiful. It's a grand
reminder of the great history of Hungary.

I thank the Hungarian people for their gra-
cious reception. Laura and I are honored to
visit your great nation. Hungary sits at the
heart of Europe. Hungary represents the tri-
umph of liberty over tyranny, and America
is proud to call Hungary a friend.

I appreciate the opportunity to stand here
on Gellert Hill, which offers a striking view
of your beautiful city. Fifty years ago, you
could watch history being written from this
hill. In 1956, the Hungarian people suffered
under a Communist dictatorship and domi-
nation by a foreign power. That fall, the Hun-
garian people decided they had enough and
demanded change. From this spot, you could
see tens of thousands of students and workers
and other Hungarians marching through the
streets. They called for an end to dictator-
ship, to censorship, and to the secret police.
They called for free elections, a free press,
and the release of political prisoners. These
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Hungarian patriots tore down the statue of
Josef Stalin and defied an empire to proclaim
their liberty.

Twelve days after the Hungarian people
stood up for their liberty, the Communists
in Moscow responded with great brutality.
Soon the streets of Budapest were filled with
Soviet tanks. The Red Army killed many who
resisted, including women and children. The
Soviets threw many more into prison. They
crushed the Hungarian uprising but not the
Hungarian people’s thirst for freedom.

Some 200,000 Hungarians fled into exile
in search of liberty. Many found refuge in
the United States. These immigrants have
contributed to my country in countless ways,
and America will always be glad that we
opened our doors to Hungarians that were
seeking freedom. Fifty years later, the sac-
rifice of the Hungarian people inspires all
who love liberty. Some of those who faced
those tanks are here today. I had the honor
of meeting three such gentlemen at lunch.
I was proud to be in their presence. America
honors your courage. We've learned from
your example, and we resolve that when peo-
ple stand up for their freedom, America will
stand with them.

In 1989, a new generation of Hungarians
returned to the streets to demand their lib-
erty and boldly helped others secure their
freedom as well. By giving shelter to those
fleeing tyranny and opening your border to
the West, you helped bring down the Iron
Curtain and gave the hope of freedom to mil-
lions in Central and Eastern Europe. Be-
cause you had the courage to lead, Hungary
became the first Communist nation in Eu-
rope to make the transition to democracy.

Hungary has continued to move forward.
You regained your independence, held free
elections, and established a free economy.
Hungary is now a valued member of NATO
and the European Union. You know that the
democratic journey is not easy, but you con-
tinue to make the tough decisions that are
necessary to succeed. America admires your
perseverance; we welcome your progress;
and America values our alliance with the free
people of Hungary.

You believe that free nations have an obli-
gation to help others realize the benefits of
freedom. So last year, you launched the



